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• · 
D 
April 14, 1971 
Franklin Street Church of Christ 
909 Franklin Street SE 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49507 
Attention: Paul Hubbard, Jr. 
Dear Brethren: 
During the recent National Annual 27th Lectureship at 
Cleveland, Ohio, I had a long and serious talk with your 
minister, Brother Paul Hubbard. In this conversation . 
Brother Hubbard related to me that many of you in the 
Franklin Street congregation felt that I deliberately 
discriminated against you and showed obvious un-Christian 
prejudice toward you during a gospel meeting I l1eld for 
the Grandville congregation in June of 1967. He speci-
fied an incident during which I visited at a local 
manufacturing plant and led a Bible study with certain 
members of that plant and showed no interest in many of 
you wno worked at that plant during that visit there. 
I am writing this letter to ask your forgiveness. I 
sincerely apologize for any indication of prejudice and 
discrimination on ~ y part toward any of you. I can honestly 
before God say that I never, at any point or on any occas-
ion during that meeting, deliberately chose to mistreat 
any person because of his ethnic background. I do not, 
however, disagree with Brother Hubbard's charge that 
regardless of how ·r personally felt, I nevertheless indica-
ted to many of you that I was prejudiced toward you. 
Therefore, I am writing this letter in genuine apology, 
asking your forgiveness for any discriminatory action, any 
attitude that might have discouraged you. 
... ....... 
D 
Page 2, Franklin Street Chtirch of Christ 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Most of all I am saddened by the fact that one of your 
number was discouraged by my actions to the point that he 
quit the fellowship. I will pray that God blesses that 
individual with an understanding of my true attitude and 
above all, with an understanding of my request for his 
forgiveness. I will pray that .God restores that mmdividual 
to fellowship in fullness of faith and forgiveness. 
I am not only writing this letter to you, 'but I am sending 
a copy of it to the Grandville congregation. Again, let 
me say that at no point during that week did I deliberately 
and knowingly act in a prejudicial and discriminatory 
fashion toward any person. If any of you, however, did 
so interpret my actions during that week, I am deeply 
sorry and ask your forgiveness. 
Your brother, 
John Allen Chalk 
JAC:lc 
